
~ ~ N O ~ D ~ O O  {RB*. ~*'"~/~~(0/1101~~ vp,&vT 
UNITED ST.A-{-ES D E P A R T  h1EhT OF  TFIE 1:NTERIOK 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

S E E  INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO C0MPLETEIVA710NAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

 NAVE 
HISTORIC 

Cedar Grove 
AND/OR COMMON 

Rout@ hclg -NOT FOR PUHUCATION 

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIOYAC DIST41CT 

Pro\*;-Eence Fmge vrcrlvjn OF FlrcS ( P x l  S .  T ~ ? b l e ,  5r. ) 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
-DISTRICT -PUBLIC LOCCU P I E D  

;LUILOING(SI   PRIVATE ,U NOCCUPtED 

-STRUCTURE -BOTH -WORK I W  PROGRESS 

-SITE PUBLIC ACUlFISITIOM ACCESSIBLE 

-OBJECT lfl PROCESS X-YES. RESTRKTED 

-BEING CONSIDERED ,YES- UMRESTRICTED 

,NO 

PRESENT USE 

A G R I C U L R I  RE -MUSEUM 

-COMMERCIAL -PARK 
V 

,EDUCATIONAL I-PRIVATE RESfOENCE 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

h k .  Edmmfi 11. I b ~ e  
STRFET IG NUMBER 

P ~ u t e  1, Box 123 
CkTY. TOW N STATE 

Ouhton - V~CINITY OF Virginia 23141 

WLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
c o u a i ~ o u s ~ .  
R E G l s T R y  OF DEEDS.ETC. Hem Kent Cow ty Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

c ln  TOWN STATE 

TITLE 
(1) :Listoric 3aerican Buildings 3drrey 

DATE 
1936 XFEDERAL -STATE -COUNTY ,LOCAL 

QEPoSlTQRY FOR 

SUFIvEY Library of Congress .. . - 
CITY, SOWN STATE 

Washington D. C. 



CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED -UNALTERED ZORIGINAL SITE 

XGOOD -RUINS LLTERED -MOVED OAT- 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PH (SICALAPPEARANCE 

Cedar Grove, a New Kent County farmhouse, is situated on the north side of route 
609 near Providence Forge. The present brick and frame structure was built at two 
different periods. The 2S-story, single-pile brick house was built ca. 1810. The frame 
section was added ca. 1916 and replaces an earlier frame building. The present out- 
buildings date to the present century. 

Set on a brick foundation, the front (south) elevation of three bays is laid in 
Flemish bond. The former one-story facade porch was removed in the present century. 
The present brick steps were added when the porch was removed. The main entrance con- 
sists o? a paneled double door set within a three-part architrave. A four-pane transom 
is found above the door. A stuccoed keystone arch above the doorway was removed in the 
present century. Fenestration consists of 9/9 hung-sash windows within three-part 
architraves. All windows were formerly surmounted by flat keystone arches of stucco 
that were removed in the present century. A dentil cornice embellished the eaves 
course. Standing-seam sheet metal presently covers the roof. A brick water table is 
found on the north, south and west walls. The north elevation is similar to the south 

Fenestration on the west elevation consists of 9/9 3ung-sash windows on the first 
story and 6/9 hung-sash windows above. The gable is wood framed rather than brick, is 
weatherboarded, and contains 4/4 hung-sash windows. The east elevation is dominated by 
a two-story, wood-frame wing added in 1916. The addition's fenestration consists of 2/2 
hung-sash windows. A one-story porch shelters the east entry. 

Cedar Grove contains a traditional one-room side-hall plan. The hall is dominated 
by an open-well, closed-string stair that ascends to the second floor. The stair has a 
square newel, molded handrail, and finely turned balusters. The hall doorways are framed 
within flnely molded surrounds. A wooden wainscot with a molded chair rail together with 
a dentiled cornice add further embellishment. The parlor contains a finely executed 
Federal mantel, pedestal chair rail and baseboard. A dentiled cornice, similar to that 
found in the hall, ornaments the room. The second-floor chamber also contains a finely 
executed mantel. The interior of the 1916 addition is undistinguished. 

A wood-frame smokehouse and several sheds were erected in 1916 to replace earlier 
outbuildings. Approximately 100 yards to the north of the house is the Cedar Grove 
cemetery. The 19th-century cemetery contains the graves of the Christian family, includ- 
ing Letitia Christian Tyler, the first wife of President John Tyler. 

BOTJJIDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The nominated property of fourteen acres includes the house, cemetery, and the out- 
buildings. It is a small fraction of the 342 acres held by Robert Christian in 1789. 
The cemetery contains Christian family graves, and the outbuildings are replacements 
of older structures. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Cedar Grove i s  a landmark t o  the soc ia l  and cul tura l  pas t  of New Kent County and 
r u r a l  Tidewater generally. It was the farm residence of the Christians,  a leading 
county family o f  colonial and early-Republican times, and archi tec tura l ly  r e f l e c t s  t h e i r  
standing. L e t i t i a  C h r i s t i a n ,  the f i r s t  wife of President John Tyler grew up, was married, 
and i s  buried a t  Cedar Grove. The house, b u i l t  ca. 1810 by Robert Christian, is, i n  i t s  
exter ior  design, a somewhat provincial adaptation of typica l  Richmond town houses of the  
period. While the keystone arches, mantels, and d e n t i l  cornices are  i n  keeping with 
archi tectural  fashions i n  the cap i t a l  c i t y ,  the house's s t a i r case  is Georgian i n  feel ing,  
underscoring a country locat ion twenty miles from Richmond. The most notable of a nlmber 
of early-19th-century graves in  the C h r i s t i a n  family cemetery a t  Cedar Grove i s  t h a t  of 
Le t i t i a  Christian Tyler. The remains of Mrs. Tyler were brought here from the White House 
following her  death i n  1842. 

Cedar Grove stands on property patented i n  the 18th century by Anthony Langston and 
was owned variously i n  t h e  18th century by the Bacon and Clopton families. An examina- 
t i o n  of the t ax  books reveals  tha t  the owner previous t o  Robert C h r i s t i a n  was Thomas 
Mitchell. Mitchel lwas charged with 342 acres through 1788. The same 342 acres is  
charged t o  Robert Christian beginning i n  1789. That same year Chris t ian 's  taxable 
chat te ls  included, "7 slaves,  2 horses, and 1 chair ,"  indicat ing a homestead on his newly 
acquired land. 

Robert Christian served i n  the General Assembly from New Kent and was a candidate f o r  
president ial  e lec tor  i n  1808. He amassed substant ial  acreage i n  New Kent. Among h i s  
children was L e t i t i a  Christian Tyler, who married John Tyler on &rch 29, 1813. L e t i t i a  
was born a t  Cedar Grove, i n  what i s  believed t o  have been an e a r l i e r  18th-century frame 
section tha t  had been attached t o  the brick house. The older portion was removed ca. 
1916 fo r  the present f r m e  wing. According t o  t r ad i t ion  it was L e t i t i a ' s  a b i l i t i e s  a s  
a plantation supervisni- t h a t  enabled Tyler t o  engage in a successful p o l i t i c a l  career.  
Due t o  poor heal th,  the F i r s t  Lady shunned public appearances and maintained a pr iva te  
apartment i n  the  'blhite House where she died on September 10, 1842. 

By 1815 the  Cedar Grove house was valued a t  $2,500, a subs tant ia l  amount. Robert 
Christian died in 1822, and the property was then charged t o  h i s  son, John B. Christian. 
The house remained i n  the inmediate family u n t i l  it was acquired by a great-nephew of  
Robert Christian. The name "Cedar Grove" does not appear i n  the  ear ly  t ax  books, although 
it does appear i n  an 1850 deed and on the 1864 C i v i l  War maps. 
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